
Table of Contents

v

Preface..............................................................ix

2015 Passenger Car Yearbook.................1 

Acura TLX..........................................................3
Sportier TLX all about proportion  
and performance................................................................... 3
Honda’s new eight-speed DCT uses  
a torque converter................................................................6

Acura RLX..........................................................7 
Acura RLX Sport Hybrid has  
impressive economy............................................................ 7

Alfa Romeo 4C................................................10
Alfa Romeo finally returns to U.S. with 4C................ 10

Audi TT............................................................. 12
Audi TT designed for the digital-age driver..............12
Audi pushes next-generation auto electronics........15

BMW i3............................................................. 18
Heavy brake re-gen feel dominates i3  
driving experience...............................................................18

BMW i8............................................................ 20
BMW i8 puts light on efficiency................................... 20

BMW M3 & M4.................................................23 
Lighter, stronger BMW M3/M4 surpass 
predecessors.........................................................................23
M3 Sedan, M4 Coupé benefit from BMW’s racing, 
CFRP experience................................................................ 26

BMW X3.......................................................... 28
BMW 2.0-L diesel X3 gets comprehensive  
silencing package................................................................28

Chevrolet Camaro Z/28................................ 30
Aero-focused Camaro Z/28........................................... 30

Chevrolet Colorado........................................ 31 
2015 Chevrolet Colorado injects new technologies 
into midsize pickup segment .........................................31

Chevrolet Corvette Stingray......................... 34
Chevy to offer ‘performance’ data recorder for 
MY2015 Corvette................................................................ 34

Chevrolet Corvette Z06.................................35 
Chevrolet ups performance with  
2015 Corvette Z06..............................................................35

Chrysler 200................................................... 38
All-new 2015 Chrysler 200 debuts in Detroit...........38

Chrysler 200...................................................40
Chrysler 200 Sport Mode balances performance 
with safety.............................................................................40
Creating Chrysler 200’s interior identity................... 42

Dodge Charger/Challenger.......................... 44
Modernized muscle: Chrysler revamps Dodge 
Charger, Challenger for 2015 ........................................ 44
Air Catcher headlamp feeds 2015  
Challenger SRT’s Hellcat V8............................................47

Ferrari 458 Speciale...................................... 49 
Active aerodynamics for special Ferrari.................... 49

Ford Edge....................................................... 50
2015 Ford Edge boasts new 2.0-L  
EcoBoost engine................................................................. 50

Ford F-150........................................................52
2015 F-150: Ford picks up the  
lightweight benchmark ....................................................52
Ford’s new 2.7-L EcoBoost V6 designed for  
lighter aluminum F-150.................................................... 56
Jewel-like lens highlights Ford F-150  
LED headlamp..................................................................... 59
2015 F-150: Ford drops an aluminum  
blockbuster...........................................................................60

Ford Mondeo.................................................. 62
Ford’s market “fusion” creates Mondeo  
for Europe ............................................................................ 62

Ford Mustang................................................. 64
Ford ponies up a friskier 
2015 Mustang ...................................................................... 64
Ford debuts Mustang convertible and  
revised Focus........................................................................67
Advanced aerodynamics features applied  
to Mustang ........................................................................... 69
Ford debuts new airbag design in  
2015 Mustang....................................................................... 70

2015 Passenger Car and 2014 Concept Car Yearbook



vi 2015 Passenger Car and 2014 Concept Car Yearbook

How Ford of Europe helped birth the global  
2015 Mustang.........................................................................71

Ford S-Max......................................................73
New Ford S-Max to get class-leading driver 
assistance features..............................................................73

Honda Fit.........................................................75 
New Honda Fit introduced with “Earth Dreams” 
engine, CVT, new body construction...........................75
New 2015 Honda Fit gets ACE body structure .......77

Hyundai Genesis............................................ 78
2015 Hyundai Genesis stiffer, quieter thanks to re-
engineered chassis, body structure, powertrain.....78

Hyundai Sonata.............................................. 80
Hyundai reveals more conservatively styled  
2015 Sonata.......................................................................... 80

Infiniti QX80.................................................... 81 
Infiniti creates ‘executive boardroom’ for  
2015 model..............................................................................81

Jaguar XE........................................................ 82
Jaguar reveals long-awaited clean-sheet  
entry-level XE ......................................................................82
JLR bosses reveal R&D secrets and detail new 
Ingenium engine .................................................................85

Jeep Renegade.............................................. 88
First Italy-built Jeep has GM platform roots .......... 88

Kia Sedona......................................................90
More attractive Kia Sedona minivan on  
all-new platform..................................................................90

Kia Sorento..................................................... 92
Kia announces new interior features for  
3rd-gen Sorento .................................................................92

Kia Soul EV..................................................... 93 
Kia Soul EV unveiled in Chicago....................................93
Kia pushes energy-density frontier with  
Soul EV battery................................................................... 95

Lamborghini Huracan LP 610-4................... 96

Land Rover Discovery Sport......................... 98
Discovery Sport is first of Land Rover’s new 
Discovery family.................................................................. 98
Discovery Sport Introduces Evoque-based  
Land Rover............................................................................ 99

Lexus NX.........................................................101
Lexus equips NX entry-level SUV with new turbo 
gasoline engine...................................................................101

Lexus RC F.....................................................104
Lexus RC F coupe provides V8 excitement............104

Mazda MX-5...................................................105 
Mazda trickles out more new MX-5 details.............105

McLaren 650S...............................................107 
McLaren upgrades 12C with 650S  
performance variant......................................................... 107

Mercedes-AMG GT........................................109 
Mercedes-AMG’s SLS departure opens  
door to new GT .................................................................109

Mercedes C-Class...........................................112
Mercedes’ C-Class chases S-Class act........................ 112

Mercedes GLA-Class......................................116
Mercedes-Benz unveils production  
compact crossover ........................................................... 116 
Mercedes-Benz applies  
full sport to GLA................................................................. 118

Mercedes S63................................................120
Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG becomes S63  
AMG for 2015.......................................................................120

Mini Hardtop...................................................121 
New Mini gets new platform, three- 
cylinder power..................................................................... 121
Making the new-generation Mini................................. 124

Nissan Murano............................................... 126
Nissan tries to recreate Murano buzz  
through design................................................................... 126

Porsche Macan.............................................. 128
Porsche ties sportscar label to its new  
Macan SUV .......................................................................... 128

Renault Espace...............................................131 
Renault reboots Espace with  
crossover leanings.............................................................. 131

Rolls-Royce Wraith....................................... 133
Wraith offers Rolls-Royce’s most dynamic  
driving experience............................................................ 133

Subaru Outback............................................ 136
Subaru carefully reworks Outback on  
new platform....................................................................... 136



vii2015 Passenger Car and 2014 Concept Car Yearbook

Subaru WRX.................................................. 138
List of enhancements is long for MY2015 Subaru 
WRX STI................................................................................ 138
New sporty Subaru WRX  
passes IIHS test.................................................................. 139

Toyota Camry.................................................141 
Camry’s mid-cycle “refresh” more than just front 
and rear panels.................................................................... 141

Volkswagen e-Golf.......................................143 
VW’s new e-Golf may lead the way to  
lithium-air power .............................................................. 143

Volkswagen Passat.......................................145 
Volkswagen’s new Euro Passat switches to  
MQB matrix.......................................................................... 145

Volvo XC90....................................................148
New XC90 burnishes Volvo’s  
safety credentials..............................................................148

2014 Concept Car Yearbook................ 153 

Audi RS5........................................................154
Testing Audi’s new e-booster reveals 
turbocharging’s future.................................................... 154

Audi TT Sport................................................ 158
Audi TT quattro sport...................................................... 158

BMW X5 PHEV.............................................. 159
BMW shows plug-in hybrid electric based on X5 
Sports Activity Vehicle.................................................... 159

Ford’s C-MAX Solar Energi.......................... 162
Ford solar hybrid concept recharges off-grid....... 162

Skoda VisionC...............................................164
VisionC shows future Skoda design direction.......164

Toyota 2014 FCV...........................................166
Toyota engineers ‘dramatic’ cost reduction in fuel-
cell technology, plans 2015 vehicle launch..............166

Toyota FT-1..................................................... 167
FT-1 concept shows the  
sporty way for Toyota...................................................... 167


		2026-05-01T12:24:46+0000
	DIN Deutsches Institut fuer Normung e. V.
	Dokument ist zertifiziert




